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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PRAVDA ARTICLE LASHES SOVIETS; LIBYAN EVENTS 
REF: MOSCOW 13672 

1 . AUGUST 30 PRAVDA ARTICLE (REFTEL) PROMPTED VIOLENT REACTION 
FROM AKHBAR SEPTEMBER 1. CHAIRMAN MUSA SABRI DESCRIBED 
STATEMENT "RELEASED BY SOVIET UNION" AS LUDICROUS. "LIBYAN 
LUNATIC," WHO ONCE LABELED SOVIET UNION IMPERIALIST AND FASCIST, 
NOW CONSIDERS "PROGRESSIVE" BY MOSCOW BY REASON OF MILLIONS IN 
ARMS PURCHASES. STATEMENT MEANS THAT "SOVIET UNION SUPPORTS 
ASSASSINATION OF EGYPTIAN WOMEN AND CHILDREN" THROUGH QADHAFI'S 
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CONSPIRACIES. KREMLIN FAVORS QADHAFI'S CRIMES AS REVENGE FOR 
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SADAT'S DECISION TO EXPEL SOVIETS AND USSR HAS CHANGED 
FROM "SUPER POWER TO ACCOMPLICE OF A LUNATIC." SABRI 
CLAIMED PRAVDA ARTICLE IS SOVIET CONFIRMATION THAT QADHAFI 
ISOLATED IN ARAB WORLD. AFTER THEIR FAILURES IN EGYPT 
AND IRAQ, AFTER ASSISTING IN CONSPIRACY TO LIQUIDATE 
PALESTINIAN EXISTENCE IN LEBANON AND AFTER EXPOSURE OF 
COMPLICITY OF ABORTIVE INVASION IN SUDAN, SOVIETS NOW 
GAMBLING ON ALLIANCE WITH ISOLATED AND RASH PERSON "WHO 
ALREADY STANDS ON BRINK OF ABYSS. ..WHOSE HEAD IS BEING 
DEMANDED" ALL OVER LIBYA. 

2. AKHBAR EDITOR MUHAMMED ZAYN, UNDER BORROWED TITLE 
"FOR HANDFUL OF DOLLARS’" PROCLAIMED THAT GREED HAS LED 
SOVIETS TO SWALLOW PAST INSULTS FROM QADHAFI AND "DOLLARS 
AND NOT PRINCIPLES NOW SHAPE SOVIET UNION RELATIONS WITH 
SMALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD." 

3. GUMHURIYY A REPORTS THAT QADHAFI HAS CONFIRMED THAT COUP 
WAS ATTEMPTED IN LIBYA AUGUST 19 WHILE QADHAFI IN COLOMBO. 

4. FIFTH HIJACKING SUSPECT ARRESTED. PRESS REPORTS ARREST OF 
MUHAMMAD TIRKAWY, ACCUSED HIJACKING ACCOMPLICE WHO HAD REPORTEDLY 
FLED TO KUWAIT DAY BEFORE ACTUAL ATTEMPT. GUMHURIYYA'S 

STORY SAID THAT EGYPTIAN SECURITY "MANAGED TO ARREST HIM BY THEIR 
OWN MEANS," IMPLYING THAT EGYPTIANS NABBED TIRKAWY SURREPTITIOUSLY 
IN KUWAIT, DESPITE GOE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT SEEKING EXTRADITION. 

5. PRESS ALSO REPORTS LIBYAN ARREST OF EGYPTIAN CIVIL AVIATION 
ENGINEER MUHAMMAD MURAD AL-KHULI AS EGYPTIAN SPY. AL-KHULI HAS 
REPORTEDLY BEEN IN LIBYA FOR SEVEN YEARS AND PRESS 

PRAISED HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO DEVELOPMENT OF LIBYAN 
AVAIATION. EGYPTIAN GENERAL AUTHORITY FOR AVIATION TRAINING 
DENOUNCED THE ARREST AND CALLED ON ARAB LAWYERS FEDERATION TO 
PREPARE DEFENSE. 

6. LIBYAN ANGLE IN KUWAITI SITUATION. RED BANNERS IN AKHBAR 
AND GUMHURIYY A REJOICED IN KUWAITI INFORMATION MINISTRY'S BAN 
ON LIBYAN ADVERTISEMENTS IN KUWAITI NEWSPAPERS ON OCCASION OF 
LIBYAN NATIONAL DAY (SEPTEL). 
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7. INSCRUTABLE ORIENT CATEGORY: DESPITE SEVERE TENSION, GOE 
DID NOT FAIL TO OBSERVE SEPTEMBER 1 AS NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN 
FRAMEWORK OF MORIBUND EGYPTIAN-LIB YAN-SYRIAN CONFEDERATION. 

MOST GOVERNMENT OFFICES ARE CLOSED AND LIBYAN RELATIONS OFFICE, 

IN ANYTHING BUT LOW PROFILE, IS FESTIVELY BEDECKED WITH 
NATIONAL DAY DECORATIONS. 

8. COMMENT: PRESS CONTINUES TO SOUND THEME OF QADHAFI'S 
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PRECARIOUS INTERNAL SITUATION AND LIKELIHOOD OF DOOM AT HANDS OF 
HIS OWN PEOPLE. 
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